M.A. in Economics

Program Objectives
Program Goal 1: The Master’s degree in Economics will provide students with the opportunity to learn economic theory and methods, to apply theory and methods to topics within a field, and to engage in economic research on a chosen economic topic.

Program Input 1: The Master’s degree program will contain a mix of theory, methods, research, and field courses that satisfy the needs of current students and alumni.

Program Input 2: The Master’s degree program will be scheduled so that students are able to complete successfully their chosen option within two years. 

Data Collection for Assessment: Survey of current students and alumni at least once every five years


Lists of offered courses 

Program Goal 2: Students graduating with a MA in Economics will be able to locate employment in their chosen field and to use economics in decision making.

Desired Program Objective 1: At least fifty percent of the alumni from the MA program will either 1) continue their education, 2) advance in their pre-graduation employment position, or 3) find employment using their economic background within a year after graduation.

Desired Program Objective 2: Alumni from the MA program will use the economic way of thinking to make decisions.

Data Collection for Assessment: Survey of alumni at least once every five years

Student Learning Objectives
Learning Goal 1: Students graduating with a MA in Economics will be able to use economic theory, methods, and research to explain social phenomenon, analyze social problems, and evaluate public policy solutions at the graduate degree level.

Desired Learning Objective 1.1: Graduate students will demonstrate an advanced understanding of microeconomic and macroeconomic theory.

Desired Learning Objective 1.3: Graduate students will be able to apply economic theory and methods at an advanced level to selected economic topics (e.g., labor markets, money and banking, public sector, international trade or finance) through independent research.

Assessment: Rubric-guided assessment of comprehensive theory exams, and rubric-assessed presentations to the Economics faculty and rubric-assessed written projects of student independent research in Econ 6896 or rubric-assessed writing and defense of a University Thesis will determine if students are proficient in economic knowledge.

Learning Goal 2: Students graduating with a MA in Economics will be able to communicate economic ideas orally, in writing, and using computer technologies.

Desired Learning Objective 2.1: Graduate students will demonstrate the ability to present orally a coherent, logical economic argument grounded in economic theory.

Desired Learning Objective 2.2: Graduate students will demonstrate the ability to present a coherent, logical economic argument grounded in economic theory and methods in writing.

Desired Learning Objective 2.3: Graduate students will use appropriate computer technologies to develop research problems and present written and oral economic arguments.

Assessment: Rubric-guided assessment of comprehensive theory exams, and rubric-assessed presentations to the Economics faculty and rubric-assessed written projects of student independent research in Econ 6896 or rubric-assessed writing and defense of a University Thesis will determine if students are proficient in communicating economic ideas. Rubrics include assessment of technology use.

M.A. Economics Rubric: Oral Presentations

Instructions: Evaluate by circling the appropriate level for each A-F in Oral Presentation and each A-E in Economics. If individuals, not groups, are presenting, C under Oral Presentation is not evaluated. 

	Score
	Oral Presentation
	Economics

	6

Exceptional
	A. Presentation is well organized, professional and informative and maintains the audience’s attention. 

B. Presenter shows superior command of presentation skills; eye contact, voice and body language

C. All group members are well prepared and able to participate

D. The presentation was completed within the time allotted.

E. The presentation strictly adheres to requirements of the assignment.

F. Technology is professionally used and creatively enhanced the presentation.


	A. A high level of economic principles and theories is used and is used correctly.

B. All facts are accurate and specific to topic and demonstrate a true understanding of topic.

C. Responses to questions are fluent and precise and demonstrate superior understanding of the problem and solution.

D. Superior defense of the economic analysis is demonstrated.

E. Technological and visual aids contain accurate economic information. 



	5

Advanced
	A. Presentation is organized and informative and maintains the audience’s attention.

B. Presenter shows very good command of presentation skills; eye contact, voice and body language.

C. All group members are prepared and able to participate.

D. The presentation was completed within the time allotted.

E. The presentation generally adheres to requirements of the assignment.

F. Technology is professionally used and enhanced the presentation.


	A. Economic principles and theories are used and used correctly. 

B. All information is accurate and specific to topic with a clear overview of the facts.

C. Responses to questions are fluent and precise and demonstrate a clear understanding of the problem and solution.

D. Thorough defense of the economic analysis is demonstrated.

E. Technological and visual aids relate to the topic and contain mostly correct economic information.



	4

Proficient
	A. Presentation is mostly organized and informative.

B. Presenter shows proficient command of presentation skills; eye contact, voice and body language.

C. Most of the group members are prepared and able to participate.

D. The presentation was nearly completed in the time allotted.

E. The presentation is consistent with assigned requirements.

F. Technology is used and enhanced the presentation.


	A. Some economic principles and theories are used and used correctly. 

B. Most of the information discusses facts and is accurate with clear information but may stray from relationship to topic.

C. Responses to questions are clear and show understanding of the problem and solution.

D. Adequate defense of the economic analysis is demonstrated.

E. Technological and visual aids relate to the topic and contain accurate information.



	3

Limited
	A. Presentation lacks organization and information is hard to follow.

B. Presenter shows some command of presentation skills; eye contact, voice and body language. 

C. Only a few of the group members are prepared and able to participate.

D. The presentation went over the time allotted.

E. The presentation is close to the assigned requirements.

F. Technology is used but may be used incorrectly or without regard for the assignment.


	A. Some economic principles are used and used correctly.

B. Most of the information is accurate and the facts may be clear but may stray from topic.

C. Responses to questions may not answer questions and may not show an understanding of the problem and solutions.

D. Minimal defense of the economic analysis is demonstrated.

E. Technological and visual aids are used but the information may not connect to the topic and errors in the content may exist.



	1

Minimal
	A. Presentation lacks organization and does not stay on topic.

B. Presenter shows little or no command of presentation skills: eye contact, voice and body language.

C. Most or all members of the group are unprepared and unable to participate.

D. The presentation was not complete in the time allotted.

E. The presentation does not follow assigned requirements.

F. Technology may not be used and, if used, detracts from the presentation.  


	A. Little or no economic principles are used and may be used incorrectly.

B. Informational errors exist, there is little or no proof of research and the facts may be unclear and may not be connected to the topic.

C. Responses to questions are unclear and do not demonstrate understanding of the problem and solution.

D. Minimal or no defense of the economic analysis is demonstrated.

E. If technological and visual aids are used they have incorrect information or do not relate to the topic or content of the presentation.


M.A. Economics Rubric: Written Assignments (Papers, Projects, Theses) 

Instructions: Evaluate by circling the appropriate level for each A-E in Written Project and in Economics. The word project is used to designate either a research paper, Project, or Thesis. 

	Score
	Written Project
	Economics

	6

Exceptional
	G. Project is well organized, professional, and informative and maintains the reader’s attention.

H. Project appropriately cites references using professionally developed guidelines (e.g., Chicago, APA).

I. The project discusses the hypothesis/problem and clearly argues the test/solution within a coherent structure with a clear focus maintained throughout.

J. The project strictly adheres to requirements of the assignment.

K. Technology is professionally used and creatively enhanced the project.


	F. Project presents accurate information and shows an insightful understanding of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution.

G. Project develops all key components of the hypothesis/problem and appropriate tests/solution.

H. Substantial and appropriate evidence is used convincingly to support hypothesis/problem.

I. All economic theories and principles are accurate and specific to topic and demonstrate true understanding of topic.

J. Superior justification of the economic analysis and conclusions is demonstrated.



	5

Advanced
	G. Project is organized and informative and maintains the reader’s attention.

H. Project appropriately cites references in a consistent style.

I. The project discusses the hypothesis/problem and the test/solution in a consistent structure with a clear focus throughout.

J. The project generally adheres to requirements of the assignment.

K. Technology is professionally used and enhanced the project.


	F. Project presents correct information and shows an effective understanding of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution. 

G. Project develops most of the key components of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution. 

H. Suitable evidence is used to support hypothesis/problem.

I. Economic theories and principles are generally accurate and specific to topic with a clear overview of the facts.

J. Thorough justification of the economic analysis and conclusions is demonstrated.



	4

Proficient
	G. Project is mostly organized and informative.

H. Project appropriately cites references.

I. The project discusses an hypothesis/ problem and tests/solutions in a logical structure with an established focus.

J. The project is consistent with assigned requirements.

K. Technology is used and enhanced the project.


	F. Project presents correct information and shows an adequate understanding of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution. 

G. Project develops some key components of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution.

H. Adequate evidence is use to support hypothesis/problem.

I. Most of the economic theories and principles are accurate with clear information but may stray from relationship to topic.

J. Adequate justification of the economic analysis and conclusions is demonstrated.



	3

Limited
	G. Project lacks organization and information is hard to follow.

H. Project cites some references.

I. The hypothesis/problem and tests/solution are not connected and the project’s structure is superficial with no clearly established focus.

J. The project is close to the assigned requirements.

K. Technology is used but may be used incorrectly or without regard for the assignment.


	F. Project presents inaccurate or incorrectly used information to develop a basic understanding of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution. 

G. Some key components of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution are missing.

H. Inadequate evidence is use to support hypothesis/problem.

I. Only some of the economic theories and principles are accurate and some facts may be unclear or stray from topic.

J. Minimal justification of the economic analysis and conclusions is demonstrated.



	1

Minimal
	G. Project lacks organization and does not stay on topic.

H. Project provides few, if any, references.

I. The hypothesis/problem and tests/solution are not connected and the project contains limited structure with no established focus.

J. The project does not follow assigned requirements.

K. Technology may not be used and, if used, detracts from the written structure.


	F. Project shows a limited understanding of the topic. 

G. Key components of the hypothesis/problem and tests/solution are missing.

H. Paper lacks evidence and justification is used to support hypothesis/problem or does not develop a hypothesis/problem.

I. Informational errors exist in economic theories and principles and little or no proof of research exists. The facts may be incorrect or unclear and may not be connected to the topic.

J. Minimal or no justification of the economic analysis and conclusions is demonstrated.


M.A. Economics Rubric: Comprehensive Exams

Instructions: Evaluate by circling the appropriate level for each A-F. 

	Score
	Answers

	6

High Pass
	A. All answers are well organized and information is very easy to follow. 

B. All answers provide a consistent and logical structure with a clear focus maintained throughout.

C. All answers strictly address the question using the parameters outlines.

D. All answers present accurate information and show an insightful understanding of the question asked.

E. All economic theories and principles are accurate and specific to topic and demonstrate true understanding of topic.

F. No math errors exist.



	5

Pass
	L. All answers are organized and information is easy to follow.

M. All answers provide a logical structure with a clear focus maintained throughout.

N. All answers generally address the question using most of the parameters outlined.

K. All answers present correct information and show an effective understanding of the question asked. 

L. Economic theories and principles are generally accurate and specific to topic with a clear overview of the facts.

O. Math errors are few and inconsequential. 



	4

Low Pass
	L. Some answers are organized and information can be followed.

M. Some answers provide a logical structure with an established focus.

N. Most answers are consistent with the question asked.

K. Most answers present correct information and show an adequate understanding of the question asked. 

O. Some of the economic theories and principles are accurate and some facts may be incorrect or unclear.

P. Math errors are inconsequential and do not affect the overall discussion of the answer.



	3

Fail 
	L. Most answers lack organization and information is hard to follow.

M. Most answers provide a superficial structure with no clearly established focus.

N. Most answers are marginally related or not related to the question asked.

O. Most answers present inaccurate or incorrectly used information and show a lack of understanding of the question asked.

P. Informational errors exist in economic theories and principles and facts may be incorrect or unclear.

Q. Substantial math errors exist.
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